British Oncology Pharmacy
Association (BOPA) 24th
Annual Symposium

The 24th British Oncology Pharmacy
Association (BOPA) annual symposium
was held virtually this year, with an
exciting and impressive agenda and the
opportunity to participate in a variety of
sessions, including industry-led satellites,
breakout sessions, poster exhibitions,
and plenary sessions from top oncology
experts. The talks were entirely
interactive, as they had been in previous
years. During the poster

presentations delegates had the
opportunity to ask speakers questions
and discuss their up-to-date research.

Chemotherapy services
beyond the pandemic

Dr Anne Rigg, highly respected
consultant oncologist based at Guy's and
St Thomas' Hospitals, delivered the
opening plenary session at this year's
conference. Her speech entitled
“chemotherapy services beyond the
pandemic” gave an in-depth insight
about cancer care during the pandemic.
Dr Rigg briefly explained how the
treatment options standardised to the
pandemic and said: “the interim treatment
options allowed for greater flexibility in
the management of cancer during Covid-
19 pandemic to ensure clinicians had
additional treatment options”.

Dr Rigg also mentioned how important
it is during the pandemic to employ
strategies such as home-administration
and improved utilisation of clinical
capacity while applying interim
treatment changes. Although the
management of the cancer care hasn’t
been easy during this time, Dr Rigg
emphasised that the number of patients
attending for treatment had started to
recover in summer 2020 and exceeded
pre-pandemic levels by March 2021.

Dr Anne Rigg

Consultant Oncologist
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precision cancer medicine?

An engaging talk about immunotherapy in
precision cancer medicine was given by Dr
Elaine Vickers, cancer educator writer and
founder of science communicated. Precision There are reasons to believe we can get the
cancer medicine is an emerging approach for best of both worlds...

disease treatment and prevention that
considers individual variability in genes,
environment, and lifestyle for each person.
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The lead author of the best poster of
#BOPA2021 was Rajinder Nijjar with a poster
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all patients initiated on
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teaching hospitals”
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